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“We Double the Seed Count, Not the Price!” 

What needs to happen prior to planting new seed? 

Soil Preparation–  Please complete these steps before we arrive... 
Remove as many weeds and debris as possible and ground is leveled to your specifications. Keep in mind the 

condition you want the ground to be when you mow your grass in upcoming weeks. If you have unwanted 

grass or weeds, we recommend spraying with 2-4-D, Roundup** or other generic brands that has glysophate. 

Spray all areas that have living green grass or weeds.  No need to spray bare dirt areas as these chemicals do 

not kill any weed seeds.  Once the weeds are dead, generally 3-5 days, the soil can then be cleared further and 

prepared.  Some times you may need to spot spray some areas a second time with Roundup.  Some folks like to 

run a tiller over areas at depth between 3” to 6” to help aerate soil or have new topsoil delivered and spread out 

to same depth.   Use a large 3’ wide landscape rake working back and forth motion to remove any rocks or de-

bris larger than a golf ball.  The best foundation for us to work with prior to any seed application is 1/4” to 

1/2” inch depth of dry loose dirt.  We can not successfully seed soil that is compacted like concrete.  

Please do not run sprinklers and create any mud on same day of seeding.  You will not have to add any 

water until the following day after we inject three layers of seed.  **Please make sure you schedule your hy-

droseed date with us to be at least 5 days after applying any roundup or similar weed spray applications.  

You Can Test Your Soil pH with Vinegar and Baking Soda-  

Collect 1 cup of dry soil from different parts of your lawn areas and put 2 spoonfuls into separate containers. 

Add 1/2 cup of white vinegar to the soil. If it fizzes, you have alkaline soil, with a pH between 7 and 8.  

[Adding some Aluminum Sulfate is most often used as a remedy to more quickly lower soil pH levels ] 

 

If it doesn’t fizz after doing the vinegar test, then add a little bit of distilled water to the second container of soil 

until 2 teaspoons of soil are muddy. Add 1/2 cup baking soda. If it fizzes you have acidic soil, most likely with 

a pH between 5 and 6.   If your soil pH is lower than 7 try adding some lime.  Limestone is the most common 

soil additive for raising soil pH levels. You’ll typically see calcitic limestone (mostly calcium carbonate) and 

dolomitic limestone (adds magnesium to the mix). Both are equally effective at raising pH levels of soil.  Your 

local garden center can guide you to which products to use to balance your pH to 7. 

Reaction time to either test should be immediate.  If your soil doesn’t react at all to either test then it is neutral 

with a pH of 7. This is great!  If pH adjustment is needed, work products into soil while you till and hand rake 

during the soil preparation phase mentioned above.   

 

The more time you put into preparing the soil foundation, the better end results you will have! 

For older lawns that need new life: Simply mow as short as you can. We will add new seed over the top.  

These three yards prepared perfectly- 

Weeds NOT killed first, 

came back later. 

https://www.amazon.com/Lucys-Family-Owned-Distilled-Vinegar/dp/B07985NMQD?tag=preparednessmama02-20

